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GuideStone:  Hold  steady 
after  interest  rate  hike 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  Federal  institutional  investors,  "> it  it 
Open  Market  Committee  of  means  tittle  for  long-tc  m  in- 
the  U.S.  Federal  Reserve  con-  vestors  such  as  those  planning 
Aimed  analyst  and  market  ex-  for  retirement 


provides  churches  with  an  additional  easy 
follow-up  tool  "  LiftWey  VBS  Galactic  Star- 
veyors  spp  includes: 


»*■  JkaL  jh 

Conditions 
deteriorate 
for  Chinese 
Christians 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 

persecution  of  Christians  in 
China  has  increased  and  is 
expected  to  continue  to  do 
so  as  a  result  of  a  dramatic 
policy  change  by  the  com¬ 
munist  government,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  human  right-: 
organization  China  Aid. 

In  its  annual  report  re¬ 
leased  March  2,  China  Aid 
said  Beijing's  shift  in  how 
it  seeks  to  manage  religion 
and  the  adoption  of  that  new 
policy  by  government  agen¬ 
cies  resulted  in  expanded 
persecution  of  individual 
Christians  and  greater  op¬ 
pression  of  unregistered 
house  churches  in  aoi6 

C  n,  CkcUtnUk 

In  the  world's  most  popu¬ 
lous  country  are  expected 
to  deteriorate  further  this 
year,  the  non-profit  organi¬ 
zation  reported. 

Chinese  President  Xi 
Jinping  signaled  the  shift 
when  he  stressed  during  an 
April  2016  speech  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  religions  ‘per¬ 
sistently  following  the  path 
of  Sinicixation,*  according 
to  the  report.  China  Aid 
has  described  sinicisation 
as  the  effort  to  “transform 

sse  CHINA  on  p  0 
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each  com- 


had  never 
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Eyes  of  Compassion 


A  niajor  television  network  recently 
L\  did  a  special  featuring  heroes, 

X  Aordinaiy  people  who  had  done 
extraordinary  things  in  their  world.  The 
profiled  heroes  were  people  who  had 
seen  their  world  through  ryes  of  com¬ 
passion  and  desired  to  mate  it  better.  As 
I  watched  the  special,  I  could  not  help 
but  think  that  Christians  should  be  the 
ultimate  leaders  in  seeing  needs  and 
meeting  them  in  our  communities. 

For  the  Christian,  seeing  with  the 
compassionate  eyes  of  Christ  should  be 
our  passion.  With  the  Source  of  encour¬ 
agement  living  within  us,  we  are  equipped 
to  lift  the  spirits  of  downtrodden  people  in 


—  vi  inmiiuuuuen  people  in 

our  world  every  day.  We  make  a  life-sus¬ 
taining  difference  in  the  lives  of  others  by- 
seeing  them  through  the  eyes  of  compas- 
sion  and  pointing  them  to  the  source  of 
that  ccmpaaiion  -  Jesus  Christ.  Scripture 
says  in  I  Tbessaionians  S:u,  Therefore. 


saysta  I  Tbessaionians  5:11  Therefore, 
comfort  each  other  and  edify  one  another, 
just  as  you  also  are  doing.’ 


People*  .  _ _ _ 

divorce,  disasters,  depression,  dissendons, 
deaths,  despair,  and  disiBusiofunenJ  are 
all  a  part  oflifc.  People  are  either  walking 

thrraigh  tough  times  themselves  or  praving 
6»r  someone  who  is  already  there.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  God  would  chooee  Christians 
as  encouragers  and  compassionate  care¬ 
givers  for  hurting  souls?  Each  Christian  • 

can  make  an  incredible  difference  in  this 

chaotic  world  as  we  take  the  compassion  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  those  struggling  in  life. 


Softer  Side 

with  Cindy  Townsend 


Barnabas 

Consider  the  compassion  of  Barnabas 
m  Acts  11:22-24.  Barnabas  is  describe,! 
as  a  good  man  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
All  through  the  book  of  Acts,  Barnabas  is 
pictured  as  a  compassionate  leader  and 
a  strong  encotirager.  As  we  study  his  lift- 

we  readily  see  why  he  had  a  networt  of 

devoted  friends.  Barnabas  used  his  gift  of 
encouragement  and  compassion  to  build 
bridges  to  the  hearts  of  people.  Barnabas 
was  strategic  in  the  history  and  expansion 
of  the  early  church.  We  can  glean  mam 
lessons  from  his  life,  but  one  that  is  espe 
dally  significant  is  his  ability  to  see  others 
through  God's  eyes  of  compassion 

In  Acts  9:26-27,  we  9ee  Barnabas  siano 
mg  up  for  Paul.  After  Paul’s  corn  ers;, 
on  the  road  to  Damascus.  Christians  were 
fearful  of  him  and  shunned  him.  Some  lx 
lievens  probably  thought  Paul  was  t  r\  i  n>:  t< > 
nick  them  by  pretending  to  be  a  believer. 
Can  you  imagine  the  relief  Paul  felt  when 

*  "  1tmHMS£NU  on  p  6 


'Pray  for  Planters'  seeks 
10,0C0  praying  churches 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Eight 
month*  ago,  New  Orleans 
church  planting  missionary 
Justin  Haynes  had  no  idea  what 
Feb.  18-18  would  have  in  store 
for  him  and  his  family. 

,  As  far  as  he  knew,  the  week 
he  would  be  featured  on  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
IN  AMB)  prayer  calendar  would 
be  an  ordinary  week  of  sharing 
Cnrist,  preparing  sermons,  and 
working  extra  hours  at  a  sec¬ 
ond  job. 

it  turned  out  to  be  anything 
hut  ordinary. 

“The  very  week  that  the  fo¬ 
cus  was  on  me  and  our  church,  I 
was  diagnosed  with  lymphoma 
and  had  surgery,’  Haynes  said, 
“but  we  got  around  too  cards 
from  people  that  week  who 
were  praying  for  us.  To  me,  the 
"rayer  calendar  was  amazing.' 

His  medical  prognosis  is 
good.  He  expects  a  fuff  recovery  ■ 
and  will  continue  to  lead  Refuge 
Church  NOLA. 

Haynes  said  the  extra  prayers 
helped  him  and  his  family  un¬ 
derstand  that  they  weren’t  alone 
in  this  battle,  'in  that  time, 
there  was  a  bit  of  anxiety  and 
fear  circling  through  our  minds. 
To  be  able  to  bring  in  all  of  these 
cards  and  read  than  to  my  wife 
and  children  and  let  them  see 
that  all  these  people  are  praying 
for  us  was  very  encouraging.’ 

NAMB  hopes  to  multiply 
that  kind  of  prayer  impact  in 
the  coming  months  through  a’ 
new  Pray  for  PI  inters  initia¬ 
tive,  aiming  to  mobilize  10,000 
Southern  Baptist  churches  to 
pray  regularly  for  church  plants 
throughout  North  America. 

’Every  church,  no  matter  the 
size,  can  pray,’  NAMB  Presi¬ 
dent  Kevin  Ezell  said.  'Nothing 
means  more  to  a  missionary 
than  to  know  that  believers  are 
praying  for  them,  for  their  fami¬ 
lies,  and  for  their  ministry.’ 


"Every  church,  no  matter 
the  size,  can  pray. 
Nothing  means  rrore  to  a 
missionary  than  to  know 
that  believers  are  praying 
for  them,  for  their 
families,  and  for  their 
ministry.’ 

Kevin  Ezell 


By  visiting  the  prayfbrplant- 
ers.com  website,  pastors  and 
church  leaders  can  choose  ei¬ 
ther  a  city,  state,  or  college  cam¬ 
pus.  After  providing  some  basic 
information,  NAMB  will  email 
a  list  of  missionaries  for  whom 
the  church  can  pray. 

Churches  also  will  receive  pe¬ 
riodic  updates  about  how  God  is 
moving  in  their  chosen  area.  In¬ 
dividuals,  meanwhile,  can  make 
prayer  commitments  using  the 
same  website. 

In  the  process  of  praying, 
NAMB  hopes  more  churches 
will  become  involved  in  church 
planting.  *We  currently  have 
more  than  3,800  churches  in¬ 
volved  in  church  planting  as  a 
supporting  or  sending  Church, ’ 
said  William  Brown,  supporting 
church  coordinator  at  NAMB. 

’It  is  our  desire  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  clear,  simple  first  step 
for  churches  that  want  to  get 
involved  in  church  planting 
but  may  have  thought  they 
didn't  have  enough  people  or 
enough  resources. 

NAMB  will  send  churches 
specific  information  about  how 
to  pray  for  the  list  of  missionar¬ 
ies  they  have  received  All  the 
missionaries  whose  names  will 
be  sent  to  churches  are  a  part 
of  NAMB's  church  planter  care 
ministry,  have  affirmed  the  Bap 


HAYNES 


tist  Faith  and  Message  2000, 
and  are  committed  to  give  to 
“  irative  Program.  The 
iters  may  or  may  not 
.  NAMB. 

"This  is  an  opportunity  for 
churches  to  be  a  part  of  a  great 
movement  of  God  in  North 
America,'  Brown  said.  ’As 
church  planters  engage  the 
lost  in  cities  and  neighbor¬ 
hoods  without  a  previous  Gos¬ 
pel  witness,  they're  reaching 
communities  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  have  not  historically  been 
able  to  penetrate. 

These  guys  on  the  front 
lines -are  seeing  great  fruit  from 
the  work  as  Goa  moves  to  save 
people.  We  hope  and  pray  that 
Southern  Baptists  will  want  to 
jump  in  and  support  this  great 
movement  of  God  in  North 
America  through  prayer* 

For  more  information  about 
this  ministry,  to  enroll  a  church, 
and  to  view  a  video  featuring 
Ezell,  visit  prayforplanters.com 
More  information  about  Justin 
Haynes  and  the  Refuge  Church 
NOLA  in  New  Orleans  is  avail¬ 
able  at  refugechurchnola.com. 


Planned  Parenthood 
balks  at  proposed 
funding  compromise 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  Planned  Par¬ 
enthood's  rejection  of  a  White 
House  offer  to  maintain  feder- 
al  funding  if  it  drops  its  abor¬ 
tion  business  demonstrates 
how  important  the  lethal  pro¬ 
cedure  is  to  the  organization, 
two  Southern  Baptist  leaders 
are  saying. 

The  informal  proposal  and 
the  refusal,  reported  March  6 
by  The  New  York  Times,  came 
as  the  U.S.  Congress  and  U.S. 
President  Trump  consider  leg¬ 
islation  to  cut  taxpaver  funds 
going  annually  to  the  cotmtry's 
leading  but  scandal-plagued 
abortion  provider. 

The  sole  Mississippi  facility 
listed  on  Planned  Parenthoods 
web  site  is  the  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  Southeast  clinic  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  that  offers  abortion 
referrals  but  does  not  perform 
abortions  on  site. 

Both  a  budget  bill  and 
a  new  Obamacare  replace¬ 
ment  measure  proposed  in 
the  U.S.  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  would  slash  funds  for 
Planned  Parenthood,  which 
receives,  more  than  8500  mil¬ 
lion  annually  in  government 
grants  and  reimbursements. 

Federal  law  prohibits 
Planned  Parenthood  from  us- 
Ing  taxpayer  funds  to  pay  for 
abortions,  but  critics  say  cov¬ 
ering  other  non-abortion  ser¬ 
vices  with  the  federal  largesse 
frees  up  money  for  abortions. 

Planned  Parenthood's  top 
officers  were  unequivocal  in 
their  opposition  to  eliminat¬ 
ing  abortion  after  The  Times 
reported  the  outreach  to  the 
organization's  allies. 

^Planned  Parenthood  is 
proud  to  provide  abortion  —  . 
a  necessary  service  that's  as 
vital  to  our  mission  as  birth 
control  or  cancer  screenings," 
tweeted  Ceciie  Richards,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  Federation  of  America 
(PPFA)  on  March  6. 

The  rejection  of  the  offer 
reveals  'that  without  abortion, 
there  would  be  no  Planned 
Parenthood.*  Russell  Moore, 
president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  told  Baptist  Press  in 
written  comments. 

Planned  Parenthood  “is  not 
a  'health-care'  organization 
but  a  storefront  for  an  industry 
that  devalues  human  life  and 
exploits  families  and  commu¬ 
nities,*  Moore  pointed  out. 

"This  is  just  another  ex¬ 
ample  of  why  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  deserves  Hot  a  penny  of 
taxpayer  funding,*  he  said.  *1 
pray  that  we  will  see  the  day 
soon  when  federal  support  of 
Planned  Parenthood  and  the 
abortion  industrv  is  seen  as  a 


piece  of  history  from  a  bvgone, 
more  morally  confused  time.  * 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  a  cul¬ 
tural  commentator,  said  the 
development  shows  Planned 
Parenthood  is  “monomania- 
cally  committed  to  abortion. 
Tney  are  the  central  agency 
of  the  culture  of  death  in 
this  society.* 

“(WJhat  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  is  saying  here  is  that 
their  values  are  the  values  of 
abortion,"  Mohler  said  on  the 
March  8  episode  of  The  Briet- 
“>&  his  weekday  podcast.  To 
what  extent?  To  an  extent  that 
they  will  put  at  risk  half  a  bil¬ 
lion  dollars  of  taxpayer  money 
in  annual  funding  because  they 
are  so  committed  to  abortion.'' 

In  another  Twitter  response 
on  March  6,  PPFA's  Richards 
"We  won't  back  down  in 
the  face  of  threats  or  intimida¬ 
tion,  or  turn  our  backs  on.  the 
patients  who  count  on  us.  Not 
today,  tomorrow,  not  ever.* 

Dawn  Laguins,  PPFA’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  vice  president,  tweeted 
on  March  6,  ’Offering  money 
to  Planned  Parenthood  to 
abandon  our  patients  and  our 
values  is  not  a  deal  that  we  will 
ever  accept. 

’Also,  say  it  with  me  folks: 

Abortion  is  health  care."  Laguena 
tweeted  later  in  the  <fay. 

In  acknowledging  the  offer, 
Trump  told  The  Times  March 
6,  ’As  I  said  throughout  the 
campaign,  I  am  pro-life  and  I 
am  deeply  committed  to  in¬ 
vesting  in  women's  health  and 
plan  to  significantly  increase 
federal  funding  in  support  of 
non-abortion  services  such  as' 

.  cancer  screenings. 

“Polling  shows  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  Americans  oppose 
public  funding  for  abortion, 
even  those  who  identify  as 
pro-choice.  There  is  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  organizations  to 
continue  the  important  work 
they  do  in  support  of  wom¬ 
en’s  health,  while  not  provid¬ 
ing  abortion  services." 

The  effort  to  cut  public 
funds  for  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  has  grown  through  years 
marker!  by  the  organization  s 
continued  reception  of  large 
sums  of  government  money, 
by  its  performance  of  nearly 
one-third  of  the  abortions  in 
the  United  States  while  non 
abortion  sendees  declined,  and 
by  a  variety  of  scandals. 

A  special  House  investiga¬ 
tive  panel  recommended  in  a 
final  report  in  January  that 
Congress  eliminate  grants  to 
Planned  Parent  hood  and  cer¬ 
tify  such  federal  funds  go  to 
comprehensive  health-care 

firovtders  that  do  not  per- 
orm  abortions. 
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tant.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  lot  of  good 
information  out  there,  but  it  is  a  world 
of  sound  and  sight  trying  to  disengage 
you  from  wherever  else  in  which  you 
are  engaged  at  the  moment  I  decided  I 
would  not  low  my  Bible  in  the  river  of 
digital  information. 

The  Bible  is  not  just  a  source  of  in¬ 
formation  in  the  midst  of  10,000  other 
books.  -It  deserves  more  respect  than 
that  It  is  not  to  be  lined  up  alongside 
Facebook  pages  and  pictures,  posts, 
news  releases  from  your  favorite  sports 
interest,  or  tweets  from  celebrities  or 
even  the  president  The  Word  of  God 
deserves  my  atterUnn,  my  devotion,  and 
my  life.  God’s  Weed  jeserves  dear  time 
and  attention.  It  still  will  guide  vou  and 
give  you  a  powerful  word  from  heaven 
because  it  a  not  just  another  book  it  is 
direct  connectivity  with  the  living  God.  1 
have  pi 
it  have 


f''l  everal  year*  ago,  I  discovered  a 
wonderful  thing.  I  could  download 
k_/the  Bible  to  mv  iPhone  and  iPad, 
and  not  only  foil  of  copies  of  Scripture 
but  multiple  translations  and  concor¬ 
dances  and  commentaries  and  more 
studies  and  lalps  and  devotions  than  I 
could  read  in  two  lifetimes  All  of  this 
would  always  be  rid*  at  my  fingertips, 
plus  the  almost  daflypop  ups  of  the 
latest  things  being  offered  to  help  me 
get  into  the  Word  Add  to  that,  much 
of  it  was  free  just  for  the  downloading, 
so  I  did.  I  was  set  to  spend  time  read¬ 
ing  God’s  Word  and  discovering  new 
thoughts  at  morning,  noon,  or  night. 
From  any  spot  on  the  globe,  regardless 
of  what  was  going  on  ot  where  1  was  —  s 
trip  or  a  ballgame  or  eating  a  meal  or  s 
wedding  or  a  lcneral  or  getting  my  car 
serviced  —  I  had  my  Bible  study  tools  at 
the  end  of  my  arm. 

At  times  I  thought,  "What  an  incred¬ 
ible  blessing,”  but  with  the  passing  of 
time  I  have  experienced  a  few  things 
that  have  caused  me  to  push  back 
from  my  cyber-Scripture  endeavors 
and  return  to  reflection  on  the  Book  of 
books  using  what  may  seem  to  be  old- 
fashioned  and  out-of-date  metbodolomr. 
I  did  so  not  to  be  away  from  the  helps  I 
had  found  but  to  get  back  in  touch  with 
the  Word  from  God.  Let  nu  explain.  I 
discovered  three  things  abvut  digital 
Bible  study  that  invariably  distracted  me 


Don’t  Lose  Your  Bible 
n  the  Digital  Dumpster 


■iority  in  a  place  and  time  in  my 
day  where  I  can  sit  down  and 
to  speak  to  my  heart,  and  1  start 
t  Oh,  the  jcy  that  can  be  >  ours 
on, . o,  without  the  clutter  and  sput¬ 

ter  and  ad  the  sounds  that  make  up  the 
muttering  of  life!  Listen  to  God. 

Do  I  still  have  a  Bible  app  at  mv 
fingertips  on  my  phone,  iPad,  and  com¬ 
puter?  I  do.  There  are  tiroes  when  1  m  in 
a  place  and  space  where  I  use  it  because 
it »  so  convenient.  To  prioritize,  1  keep  a 
copy  of  the  Word  r'  God  and  some  of  the 


opportunity  to  be  seen  and  wanting  to  was  coming  in,  the  tert  messages,  email 

get  your  attention  Stop.  1  laid  my  phone  notifications,  and  offers  and  news  alerts 
down  and  pitied  up  my  copy  of  God’s  and  every  one  of  them  screaming.  Pay 

Word  and  gentiy  opened  it  and  began  to  attention  to  me!”  I  would  pause  and 
read.  No  dings  or  wtmties,  bells  or  car-  wonder,  "What  does  that  person  need 

toons,  no  T\C  radio,  film,  musk,  news,  or  what  is  that  about?"  I’d  check  it  out 
sports,  alarms.  Just  hearing  from  God.  1  and  then  try  to  get  back  to  where  I  was 
realized  that  I  had  at  timalost  my  Bible  in  the  Word  It  w  hard  to  study,  think, 
in  a  digital  dumpster,  and  aB  that  clutter  and  meditate  in  the  midst  of  sputtering 
had  to  go.  and  stuttering  through  the  process.  L 


The  second  related  problem  » 
what  1  call  the  SPUTTER.  1  began 
to  feel  like  an  (fid  car  that  wasn’t  run¬ 
ning  well,  sputtering  and  jerking  its 


College  and  Seminary  News 


4  Brandon  readers  Braden  Rodriguez  won  the  Byrd  Preaching 
Award  et  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  Pie  is  a  Christian  Studies  m , 
with  a  minor  in  hnsory.  He  acoapted  the  award  «i  a  Mar  21  cnap- 
program.  The  award  includes  a  certificate  rd  a  $600  cash  award 


»ll«ge  and  Seminary  News: 

zzard,  pastor,  Woodland  Church,  Cohunbu- 
Southwestern  Saminary  Dec.  tfi  with  a  Doct 


►  Mississippi  Cottage  is  hosting  Spring  Preview  Day  Mar 
with  activities  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  B.C.  Rogers  Stud. 
Center.  Activities  include  an  address  by  president  1  Royer, 
a  tour  of  the  cwfaver  lab.  lunch,  a  reception  st  Providence  Hill 
Farm,  and  a  baseball  game.  For  information,  contact  the  Ailnn 
boos  Office  at  (6oi)  925-3800.  A  schedule  is  available  oulii  •  > 


▲  Tbs  CLARKE  COLLEGE  Alumni  Association  mat  with  Barbara  C  McMillir.  President  of  BLUE 
MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  to  enter  irtto  an  agreement  with  Blue  Mountain  College.  The  agreement 
•  entered  into  between  Akrrnm  and  Friends  of  Clarke  Memorial  Cottage  and  BMC  for  the  purpose  ot 
•ttHbtiahing  a  scholarship  tro  d  hich  shall  be  gaad  to  assist  deserving  students 

attending  Bioe  Mountain  Cottage.  which  trust  is  established  in  memory  and/or  in  honor  ot  those 
instructors,  students  sod  friends  of  CLARKE  MEMORIAL  COLLEGE.  Two  officers  were  able 
to  attend  the  meeting  L-R  Evelyn  Williams  (Claes  of  1966).  President  and  0<«nne  Nelson  (Class  of 
1968).  Secretary.  Other  alumni  attending  are  Un  Skelton  Bagwell  (Claes  of  19157).  Donna  Conway 
Click  Class  of  1967).  Walter  Scott  (Class  of  1968) .  James  Reed  (Class  of  1967).  Oavid  Goode  (Class 
of  1967)  and  Lewis  Terry  Newman  Class  of  1967).  Donations  to  the  sctioUmhip  have  reached  ap¬ 
proximately  40%  of  the  goal  Others  wishing  to  contribute  to  this  scholarship  to  send  donations  to 
erther  Blue  Mountain  Cottage  P  O  Boa  160.  Blue  Mountain.  MS  38610  or  to  Clarke  College  Alumni 
Association.  P  0  Box  181.  Newton.  MS  39345 
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Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A  l.ighury 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Ph60l-»23-'*rt7 
Fax  60I-924-78H0 


Trooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1S7J 

mfolffhmaudKiflv.eam  Clinton.  MS  tUOSO 
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March  31  -  April  1 
Brandon  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

Barry  Burris,  Handbell  Specialist 
Michelle  Smith,  Handbells  Clinician 


For  more  information  including  schedule  and  registration  forms, 

call  Church  Music  Department  at 
1-900-748-1651  (in  town  —  601-292-3267) 
You  can  also  visit  our  Web  site  at  www.mbcb.orq. 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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State  Youth 


MBASYC&O 
CONCERT 
TOUR  DATES 


Saturday.  June  17,  2017 
Highland  Colony  Baptist  Church,  6:00 
1 200  Highland  Colony  Pkwy. 
Ridgeland  MS  39157 
(601 )  856-403 1 


•LOCATION  CHANGE* 

•Wednesday,  June  14,  2017 
First  Baptist  Church.  6:30  p.n 
200  E  Monticello  St. 
Brookhaven,  MS  39476 
(601 )  788-9607 

Thursday.  June  15,2017 
First  Baptist  Church,  6:30  p.m 
300  N  Cleveland  Ave. 
Long  Beach.  MS  39560 
(228). 864-2584 


Sunday,  June  18,2017 
First  Baptist  Church,  1 1 :00  a.m. 
402  N  Van  Buren  St. 
Carthage,  MS  39051 
(601-)  267-4583 


First  Baptist  Church,  6.00 
303  1st  Ave. 
Amory,  MS  38821 
(662)256-7131 


Monday,  June  19,  2017 
First  Baptist  Church.  6:30  p.m 
43 1  North  State  St. 
Jackson.  MS  39201 
(601)949-1900 


Friday,  June  16, 2017 
First  Baptist  Church.  6:30  p.m. 
1108  Robb  St. 

;  Summit.  MS  39666 
('601)248-6268 


Handbell  1 


2017 


JUNE  27  -  JULY  I,  2017 

••♦Southwest  Mississippi  Community  College*** 

Summit,  MS 

THE  MUSIC  AND  WORSHIP  ARTS  CAMP 
FOR  6TH  -  12TH  GRADERS 

for  more  information:  www.mbcb.org  I  scluttrell@mbcb.org 

CHURCH  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 
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Miss.  Baptist  Young  Musicians  Honor  Choir  in  concert 
March  25,  FBC  Florence  at  6:30  p.m. 

For  more  information:  http://www.mbcb.org/church_growthycm/honor_choir.aspx 
Contact:  Wyndy  South.  Music  Dept..  601-292-3272  locally 
or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  272  statewide  1  wsouth@mbcb.org 
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;OWTACT  THE  PASTOR/LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  DIF 7  AT 
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Pray  this  day  for 
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2017  Senior  Adult  Day  Retreats 

Sr.  Day  Retreat  1 

Sr.  Day  Retreat  It 

Sr.  Day  Retreat  III 

May  16.  2017 

May  18.  2017 

May  23.  2017 

12:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

12:00  p.m.  -  4-.00  p.m. 

12:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 

West  EUisviUe  Baptist  Church 

Meadow  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Grenada.  MS 

Etlisville.  MS 

Brandon.  MS 

Discipleship/Famity  Ministry  -  601-292-3284  I  tpressonOmbcb.org 


MS  POSITIONS 


.vocational  ministry,  gradu-  ciation)  from  2000  -< 


churches’  escrowing  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  (CP)  money  and 


two  months  after  DaUas-area 
Prestonwood  Church  senior 
pastor  Jack  Graham  announced 
his  church  would  escrow  CP 
funds  over  "various  significant 
positions  taken  by  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Ethics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission.' 

The  BC  has  received  reports  of 
similar  actions  by  other  churches 


nr/  ft  .! . ■  iiz  sancLlty  tnunan  pt-  Moore;  that  is  vested  in 
Hfrfrom  the  womb  to  the  grave,  his  board  of  ■  trustees,"  Paer 
"We  deepened  our  friendship  said,  adding  his  desire  for  the 
and  developed  mutual  under-  meeting  was  "to  find  bridge- 
standing  on  ways  we  believe  will  building  solutions  to  an  un¬ 
move  us  forward  as  a  network  necessary  divide  that  has  been 
of  churches.  We  fiifiv  support  created  across  the  landscape  of 
one  another  and  look  forward  our  Southern  Baptist  network 
to  working  together  on  behalf  of  of  churches." 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  Concord  Church. 
Smith  County:  Revival, 
Mar.  26  —  29;  Sun.,  it 
a.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed..  7  p.tn.; 
Hal  Daigre,  speaker. 


ggyica  wetuot  coerwRrruo,  iaiwct  no?  cm 
tfwti.  OHosmwTato,  fairlv  na-  wwvt  iFiDiHunmiHaonui 
TORIt.  PutStfsng  sarwees  ndudt  «Mng  !SK";K*"IIIH0>I*III**°VI! 
and  a*fMMal*tc  MS.  prTSnvOacww  3 
«  m>  puMW  your  book  QusMy  ant  a 


QFBLOFH,  VG  CFUIPFE  CLFNQLFH, 
QBNQ  HIN  ZIE  DQIMFH  NQF  TIIL  IW 
NQRM  KILUE  LRDQ  RH  WBRNQ,  BHE 
QFRLM  IW  NQF  ORHZEIV  KQRDQ  QF 
QBNQ  TLIVRMFE  NI  NQFV  NQBN  UIPF 
QRV? 


►  Trinity  Church,  Pearl 
Homecoming  (45th  anni¬ 
versary)  and  revival,  Mar. 
a6  -  29;  Sun.,  u  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  pothick  lunch; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Rog¬ 
er  Lee,  speaker;  Tim  Hen¬ 
dricks.  music. 


PQta  «,  La*utm.fN  3*361  Rsarm 

»*  t»  •wsMdaafipIM.  2817 _ 

•VOCglKMM.  WORMS  PASTOR 


SBVFM  NKI:  WRPF 


Clue:  T  =  P 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  BibU- 
knowledge .  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  tmd  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Hebrews  9:12 

By  Chart«  Marx.  1*32-2004. 0  2005 


►  Calvary  Church,  Win¬ 
ston  County:  Revival, 
Mar.  26  -  30;  Sun.,  11  a.m 
and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Thurg.,  7  p.m.;  Dennis  Du¬ 
vall,  speaker;  John  Yates, 
music;  Johnny  Collins, 
pastor. 
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cent  from  p.  1 

Christian  theology  into  a  doc¬ 
trine  that  aligns  with  the  core 
>aluefi  of  socialism  and  so- 
called  Chinese  characteristics.” 

Belting  formerly  guided 
religion  and  socialism  to 
dually  adapt,”  China  Aid 
ported. 

I  “The  key  findings  of  what 
happened  last  year  and  the 
eports  from  these  first  two 
nonths  of'aOt?  have  sho. 
the  situation  of  religious 
freedom  is  rapidly  dete¬ 
riorating,*  said  Bob  Fu. 
president  of  China  Aid,  which 
promotes  religious  liberty  and 
Ahe  rule  of  law  in  the  com  mu - 

•We  call  upon  both  the  per¬ 
secuted  faithful  in  China  and 
the  international  community 
lobe  increasingly  vigilant  and 
persevere  in  facing  this  harsh- 
'year.” 

China  Aid's  report  included 
the  following  increases  in  re¬ 
corded  persecution  from  2015 
to  2016: 

■  Cases  of  persecution 
grew  by  20%. 

■  The  number  of  Christians 
who.  were  detained  mush¬ 
roomed  by  148*. 


■  The  number  of  Christians 
who  were  sentenced  increased 
by  30%. 

■  The  number  of  Christians 
abused  rose  by  70*. 

China  is  among  10  coun¬ 
tries  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 


ment  has  designated  as  “coun¬ 
tries  of  particular  concern." 
That  designation  ia  reserved 
for  governments  that  commit 
or  tolerate  ‘systematic,  ongo¬ 
ing,  and  egregious  violations 
of  religious  freedom.” 


TOWNSEND  . 

com.  from  p.2 

Barnabas  compassionately 
forward  to  speak  up 

_ behalf?  When  others 

eyed  Paul  with  great  suspicion, 
pamabas  saw  him  through 
eyes  of  compassion.  When 
Paul  was  virtually  friendless, 
Barnabas  befriended  him.  As 
a  result,  people  began  to  trust 
PauIVwords.  Soon  Paul’s 
Gospel  message  was  heard 
and  received  across  the  land. 
Had  it  not  been  for  Barnabas 

the  jjapfor  Pau/at  such  a  criti- 
ca'  rime,  I  wonder  how  Paul's 
message  would  have  been 
received  and  embraced.  Barn¬ 
abas  saw  Paul  through  eyes  of 
compassion  and  challenged 
others  to  do  the  same. 

Annie 

Annie  Walker  Armstrong 
saw  'he  spiritual  and  physical 
nee  Is  of  people  and  organized 
mis  non  work  to  meet  those 
needs.  She  wrote  thousands 
of  personal  letters  encourag¬ 
ing  people  to  become  involved 
in  the  cause  of  Christ.  She 
reached  out  to  children.  She 

distributed  food,  clothing,  and 


the  Word  of  God  to  people.  She 
orgamzed  mission  workers  to 
further  the  cause  of  Christ  Her 
efforts  ultimately  led  to  the  or- 
nization  today  known  as  the 
woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
now  with  auxiliaries  to  both 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  Anrue  is  a  hero  to 
millions  today  because  she  saw 
her  world  through  eyes  of  com¬ 
passion.  The  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  North 
.American  Missions  exists  today 
because  her  compassionate 
heart  sparked  a  collective  effort 
of  compassionate  giving 

What  will  you  see? 

Christ  needs  us  to  open 

our  eyes  to  the  needs  « those 
around  us  and  seek  to  make  a 
difference  in  His  name.  Have 
you  identified  those  in  your 
world  who  need  to  know  the 
compassion  of  Christ? 

Townsend  is  executive  di¬ 
rector-treasurer  of  Mississippi 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
and  Women's  Ministries,  an 
auxiliary  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  She  may 
be  'rmtacted  at  ctoumsendQ 
mbchorg. 
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move*  are  normal  at  this 
economic  evde 


financial  markets  should 
not  react  much  to  [the  March 
ts]  moves,  given  that  a  .25  % 
ihike)  was  rally  expected,  and 
because  the  Fed  did  not  raise 
their  expectations  tor  the  pace 
of  future  rate  hike*.* 


Submission  l 


While  the  Increase  In  Inter¬ 
est  rates  demonstrates  con¬ 
fidence  in  economic  growth, 
retirement  investors  should 
continue  to  focus  on  their 
Iona-term  ao»U  and  make  In¬ 


vestment  decisions  consistent 
with  their  objectives,  time 
horizon,  and  risk  tolerance, 
said  GuideStone  President 
O.S.  Hawkins 

“Your  retirement  account 
performance  moving  forward 


will  be  determined  based  on 
results  of  the  financial' mar¬ 
kets  In  the  future,  not  the  past. 
It's  important  to  always  re¬ 
member  markets  are  cyclical 
and  hiatoricalty  have  rewarded 


tnose  wicn  loog-renu  perspec¬ 
tives,’  Hawkins  said. 

“While  the  headlines  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  news  and  emotions 
in  a  given  moment,  retirement 
plan  investors  should  focus  on 
the  long-term* 
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scttviiies  toe  eecul 


IWnch  ,**er  and  me 
,ec*vdk>wntm*«r 
over  rtt  1  tetaptvooe  O' 
tl treats,  nt>  taxt  attach 
PhotcKirttDfi  attadvrte 
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may  be  submitted 
address  below,  and 

I he  message  segment  ert 
mdary  method  mmn  may 
wly  printed  on  B  1/2  bv 
tailed  AM  ftfbdftt  must  bt 
np  artwlae  writ  be  accepted 
Die  to  evt,  -present  virus 
eti merits  will  be  accepted, 
tents  vi  JPEG  format  are 


vn  e  mail,  aa  MBachroents  m  JPEG  format.  Hard 
oppy  photographs  mailed  through  the  poctal 

mast  be  dear,  sharp.  end  wettiKjhted  Phono¬ 
graphs  most  depict  people  No  landscape-,  bdkl 
mg-  or  objeoonlv  phdograpne  w*  be  prided 
■  Photographs  cohi-nrvig  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  dothing  vn»  nee  be  pubfcahad 
Ce*  phone  photograph:;  and  ether  lew  rose*  Poo 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newaprta 


cles  concise  lnch*i*th* 
where  deters  uf  the  story, 
ct  person  *  address  and 

St  be  SvbmltlM  Wcvorscah/ 


There  is  no  guarantee’ that  nan*  items  and/ 

01  photographs  will  be  published  and  unsoketted 
matsvtof  wiB  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
Alt  hews  items  are  subject  to  editing  and  a* 
photographs  ate  subject  to  crappiftg  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  pubkshed  one  time 
only  Deadline  tor  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  dote.  Articles  that 
are  not  daieeensrtive  vnR  be  published  on  a 
apece-eyaJable  bos*.  Theta  gufcMktee  ate  not 
meant  to  be  ettheuttivo. 

Submit  news  w. The  Baptist  Record  P.0.  Be* 
630.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0630.  *AX:  fBOlt  292- 
3330.  E-mail  fcaptnios-rorclCmbcb.org 


Need  a  light? 

••1  mil  flic  light  id  llif  world. 
, .  1  full  1  >■  HU  u  ill  lint  w  ulk 
11  tV;irkm‘s>\lnti  will  Ini’s  at  Ihv 
Imhl  id  kjl i' ."  •  .)nhn  S :  1 2  > 


Siiii|il\  share  the  following  (trascr 
with  (,iiil  in  t uttis*i»ri  11  words: 

I  I  mil.  I  atlittil  lli.il  1  ut’i’tl  toll. 

1 1  lime  sinned.! 
2.  I  Stalll  loruil  Ult'ss  I'll  HIS  MU' 
jiiil  freedom  rriiii,  etc  rim  I 
dt .till.  1 1  ri’|HMil.l 
.V  I  Indies c  lc Nil1'  dit’d  mid  rose 
from  ihc  grate  in  forgive  ms  sins 
.mil  to  rt  slorc  nit  relationship 
with  soil.  I  believe  in  Jesus. i 
4.  tit  faith.  I  iii'iU’  Jesus  Christ 
into  ms  litV.  I  r»m  this  lime  on. 
I  w mil  to  list'  in  .1  los nip 
relationship  with  Him. 
1  mini’  <  hrist  .is 

mi  Sas ior  anil  I  ord.i 


"Kill  or  mans  as  innml  him.  to  them  hr  paw 
th«-  r*it lit  to  beConio children  of  God.  nen  to 
ihtisr  who  belie! r  in  his  name."  (John  1:0) 
*’  II  ion  make  .1  derision  for  t  hrist  mrt.it ..contort  a 
Imul  Southern  Hnplist  chiirvb  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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Both  lsaiah  and  Zechanah  had  proph-  the  statement  Jesus  was  making  and  they 
led  Urn  very  entry  into  Jerusalem  near-  began  to  plot  against  Him.  They  under- 
re  the  feeling  stood  two  important  words  in  Zechariah’s 
were  getting  prophecy  that  they  would  use  against  Je- 
t  thought  Je-  sus:  “your  king!”  ' 
ary  leader  to  Perhaps  you  have  heard  this  story  so 
l.  I  am  sure  many  times,  you  merely  glanced  over 
wavtng  and  it  wanting  to  get  to  the  main  event  but 
others.  Yes,  let  me  encourage  you  to  stop  and  see 
„  tlw  importance  of  what  Jesus  was  do- 

5,  When  Je-  ing.  He  was  fulfilling  prophecy— not 
sus  entered  the  prophecy  of  a  mere  prophet  but  of 
lerusalem,  the  long-awaited  Messiah.  Everything 
he  whole  Jesus  would  now  do  would  be  to'  fulfill 
aty  was  what  scriptures  had  said  about  Him  so 
strrred  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  He  was  who  He 
rsked.  Who  said  He  was. 

s  this?’  The  Today  our  world  is  asking,  "Who  is 
-ruwds  an-  this,  Jesus?"  They  acknow  ledge  He  ex- 
iwered.  This  isted  but  was  He  just  a  good  man  who 
s  Jesus,  did  great  things?  Did  He  merely  do  so- 
he  prophet  cia!  ministry?  Was  he  a  great  prophet? 
rom  Naza-  The  disciples  had  been  asked  just  a  few 
■10  V  NIV)  weeks  earlier,  "But  you,  who  do  vou  say  1 
st  jjs  I didn^ t  am?"  When  our  world  asks,  what  will  we 
itist  Church,  say?  We  have  each  of  these  prophecies  to 
IV  they  were  verify,  “This  is  the  Messiah;  the  Son  of  the 


salvation,  gentle  and  riding  on  a  donkey,  a  little  weird; 
00  *  donkey  Zechariah  requests  and 

»N  u  ,  ,  „  ,  intense  and  s 

As  achild,  I  remember  Palm  Sunday  or  yet  they  did  > 
the  celebration  of  the  Triumphal  Entry ,  imagine  thev 
almost  as  much  as  Easter  Sunday.  Easter  more  than  a  l 
was  of  new  dresses,  too  tight  shoes,  That  Pass 
hats,  and  gloves  and  I  enjoyed  it  hut  not  enth  and  ths 
as  much  as  Palm  Sunday.  This  was  the  entered  the 
day  l  was  able  to  actually  be  a  part  of  the  city.  Jesus 
service.  The  children  would  Gne  up  on  tokl  them  to 
each  side  of  the  aisles  with  palm  branch-  go  and  find 
es  waving  wildlv  calling  out  “Hosanna!  a  donkey 
Blessed  is  He  v  ho  comes  in  the  name  of  and  her  colt 
the  Lord!  Hosinna  in  the  highest!"  The  and  bring 
choir  would  sing  loud  rejoicing  songs  and  it  to  Him... 
I  was  on  cloud  nine!  As  I  think  back  on  adding  if 
those  days,  I  know  I  was  merely  caught  they  had  any 
up  in  the  excitement  of  celebration,  a  tremble  they 
dvwge  from  the  normal  service.  But  to  were  to  say 
be  honest,  I  didn’t  have  a  clue  what  we  H  was  for  the 
were  doing  or  even  an  inkling  of  why!  1  when  there  ca 
think  those  in  Jerusalem  that  day  and  I  her  colt.  They 
hadagraert  deal  in  common.  ’  put  their  cloa 

The  chapters  we  are  covering  this  saddle.  As  Jes 
quarter  include  Jesus’  preparing  His  dis-  began  to  cut  b 
ciples  for  the  reality  of  the  cross.  He  had  put  them  on 


with  Cyndi  Grace 


idies  for  Life 


With  Jim  Burnett 


(DC  audio  titled.  Takiri  It  Home  they  feel  responsible  for  their 

■  Plan  of  salvation/Gospel  child’s  spiritual  growth  but 
tnt.  from  p.  1  presentation.  can  feel  ill-equipped  to  do 

•  Stellar  Family  Fun  (list  of  ac-  that,"  she  said. 

*  Music  (VBS  theme  song  fivibes  families  can  do  together).  The  app  can ‘help  parents  take 
us  all  five  daily  VBS  songs)  Instead  of  simply  asking  on  those  God-given  roles  and  re- 

■  Bible  storks  designed  for  their  children  what  they  did  sponsibilitira.'  she  pointed  out. 

ch  age  group  at  VBS,  the  app  places  par-  Thomas  said  the  app’s  use 

■  Choreography  videos.  ents  in  an  active  role  in  their  fulness  extends  to  both  before 

■  Pamfly  devotions  child’s  spiritual  development,  and  after  VBS  is  attended.  With 

■  Interactive  radio  drama  Thomas  noted.  "Parents  say  many  unchurched  families  at- 
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Just  for  the  Record 


GRIFFITH  MEMORIAL  CHURCH.  JACKSON,  ordained 
Steve  McWhorter  and  Doug  Bradshaw  as  deacons  Feb  19  Shown 
McWhorter,  pastor  Andy  Fuilington,  and  Bradshaw 


In  other  Church 
News: 

►  Shiloh  Church. 

Big  Creak,  is  hosting  the 
Reed  Brothers  in  concert 
Mar.  a6,  lO:45*  nt-.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  potwck  meal. 

>  Cato  Church.  Cato, 
is  hosting  life  By  Design, 
the  Bible  and  Human 
Sexuality,  Mar.  26,  at  9 
a.m.,  10  a.m.,  and  5  p.m. 
James  D.  Clardy,  Kenny 
Digby,  and  Chas  Rowland, 
speakers. 


SIMMONS  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  FLORA,  ordained  Rod¬ 
ney  Weathersby  as  deacon  Jan.  22.  Shown  are  Rick  Lang. 'Wea th¬ 
ereby.  pastor  Wilson  Bishop,  and  Shane  Weathersby 


PEARL  RIVER  ASSOCIATION  RA  Race  Dey  was  held  on  February  11.  20t7  Wtnoem  8™ 

tows:  Lads  1st  Place  -  Jacob  Cotton.  Bethel.  2nd 

Shepard  Hoaaland  Park;  Crusader*;  let  Place  -  Jrmmy  Griffith.  Bethel;  2nd  Piece  -  tendon  Wells. 
Bethel;  3rd  Place  -  Tristan  Gennin.  Bethel.  Best  m  Show;  Michareh  Tatum.  Union;  Best  Sportsman¬ 
ship:  Brock  Gramling.  Roeetand  Park 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH.  STATE  LINE,  honored  Wayne 

Smith  and  Guyton  Clark  Mar.  6.  They  ware  presented  plaques  Iron 
church  members,  children,  and  received  letters,  cards,  and  note., 
along  with  a  luncheon  John  Henry,  speaker  Shown  are  Smith, 
pastor  Josh  Flowers,  and  Clark. 


The  women  s  ministry  of  FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH,  ABERDEEN,  worked  on  a  proiect  putting  up 
new  valances  in  the  fellowship  hall  and  surrounding  Sunday  School  rooms  Mar  13  Shown  are  Gail 
Burton.  Jackie  Grubbs.  Judy  Mays,  and  Emma  Jean  Howell 


COILA  CHURCH.  CO! LA.  ordained  Brandon  Chinan  as  dee- 
con  Mar  12  Shown  are  pastor  Terry  Corley.  Deyna  ctunan.  Lilly 
Chinan,  and  Ctunan 


Members  ol  the  children  s  ministry  at  TRINITY  CHURCH, 
MONROE  COUNTY,  participated  in  Children  s  Ministry  Day 
Feb  18.  assembling  and  delivering  Emergency  Care  Buckets  to 
senior  adults  and  shut-ms  of  the  church  and  in  the  Quincy  commu¬ 
nity.  followed  by  lunch  at  Wendy  s  Justin  Simmons,  pastor 


Members  of  SPRING  HILL  CHURCH,  WATERFORD,  celebrated  Old  Fashioned  Day.  including 
waging  Old  songs,  a  pottuck  lunch,  and  iallowstup  John  Parker,  pastor 


